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Introduction 
(From God’s Big Picture by Vaughan Roberts) 

 
 Although the Bible contains a great variety of material, written by many human authors 
over a long period of time, it holds together as a unit. Fundamentally, it is just one book written 
by one author with one main subject. The Apostle Paul wrote, ‘All scripture is God-breathed’ (2 
Timothy 3:16). Most of the New Testament had not been written down at that time, so he was 
referring to what we know as the Old Testament. But the New Testament writers made a 
similar claim about what they wrote. They were convinced that their teaching was also the very 
Word of God (e.g. 1 Corinthians 14:37; 1 Thessalonians; 2 Peter 3:16). 
 
 The books of the Bible were written by a variety of authors at different times in history 
and bear the marks of the personalities and eras that produced them. But God ensured by His 
Spirit that everything they wrote was exactly what He wanted them to write. Just as the Lord 
Jesus was both fully human and fully divine, so the Bible is both a human and a divine book. It is 
“God’s Word.” He is the ultimate author. 
 
One Subject 
 The Bible obviously covers a great deal of ground. But there is one supreme subject that 
binds it all together: Jesus Christ and the salvation God offers through Him. That is true not just 
of the New Testament but of the Old Testament as well. Jesus, speaking of the Old Testament, 
said, ‘These are the Scriptures that testify about me’ (John 5:39). After He had risen from the 
dead, He met two believers on the road to Emmaus and led them in a Bible study. What a 
privilege for them! ‘Beginning with Moses and all the prophets, He explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself’ (Luke 24:27).  A short time later He met with His 
disciples and said, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 
that is written about me in the law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms’ (Luke 24:44). He 
refers there to the three main divisions of the Hebrew Bible. (The Writings were sometimes 
called the ‘Psalms’ because the Psalms made up the largest part of them). The Apostle Paul also 
believed that the Old Testament Points to Jesus. He spoke of ‘the holy Scriptures [The Old 
Testament] which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 
Timothy 3:15).  
 
 Many Christians have an idea that God decided to send Jesus to earth only after His first 
plan had failed; His original idea (Plan A) was to give people an opportunity to become His 
people by obeying His law. But they failed, so He scratched His head and came up with another 
idea (Plan B): to save people by grace through the death of Jesus. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. God had always planned to send Jesus. The whole Bible points to Him from the 
beginning to end. In the Old Testament, God points forward to Him and promises His coming in 
the future. In the New Testament, God proclaims Him to be the One who fulfill all those 
promises.  
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 The Bible is one book. The Old Testament on its own is an unfinished story; a promise 
without fulfillment. We must read on to the New Testament if we want to know what it really 
means. And the New Testament constantly looks back to the promise it fulfils. The Bible must 
be understood as one book with one ultimate Author, God, and one ultimate subject, God’s 
plan of salvation through His Son Jesus. 
  
Theme 
 This Bible reading plan is going to trace the theme of the Kingdom of God throughout 
the Bible. The Kingdom of God can be defined as God’s people, in God’s place, under God’s rule 
and blessing. God longs for human beings to enjoy the intimate relationship with Him in His 
presence. As He is a perfect, Holy God, that is only possible when we submit to His loving rule 
and do not sin. That is life at its best; life as it was designed to be lived. To live under God’s rule 
means to enjoy God’s blessing; the two go together. That is what we see at the creation in the 
garden of Eden until the fall. But then human beings disobey God and forgo His blessing. The 
consequences are devastating not just for humanity but for the whole creation; everything is 
spoiled. But in His great love God promises to put things right again and re-establish His 
kingdom on earth. The rest of the Bible tells the story of the fulfilment of that promise: partially 
in Israel’s history in the Old Testament Period, and then perfectly through Jesus Christ.  
 

This reading plan has divided the Bible into 8 sections that correspond to each of the 
different iterations of the kingdom of God from creation to the final restoration of all things. 
The following are the 8 sections: 
 

1. The Pattern of the Kingdom 
2. The Perished Kingdom 
3. The Promised Kingdom 
4. The Partial Kingdom 
5. The Prophesied Kingdom 
6. The Present Kingdom 
7. The Proclaimed Kingdom 
8. The Perfected Kingdom 

 
Below are overviews of each of the 8 sections or iterations of the Kingdom of God that you will 
encounter as you move through scripture. These overviews will help you to see key features of 
each section as well as what to look for regarding God’s plan and promises as you move 
towards their ultimate fulfillment in Christ and the future restoration of all things in the 
Perfected Kingdom. The 8 sections are also listed on the Bible Reading Plan Calendar.  As you 
come to a new section, refer to this packet to help orient yourself as you continue to move 
through God’s Big Picture, the whole story of Scripture! It is our prayer that you find this 
reading plan to not only be edifying, but helpful for you to fall more in love with God and His 
Word, and realize How much He loves you, as expressed preeminently in Christ! 
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The Pattern of the Kingdom: Genesis 1-2 
 
The Kingdom of God is represented in the Bible by God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule 
and blessing. We first see the Pattern of the Kingdom in creation. 
 
God’s Creation  
 Genesis 1: 1  

• God alone is eternal  
• At His word the universe came into being  
• God is creator, so rightful ruler of all  

 
Genesis 1: 31  
 ‘Very good’  

• Matter matters - When God finished creating ‘God saw all that He had made, and it 
was very good.’ Matter matters because God made it; it is ‘good’. He is interested not 
just in our souls but also in our bodies and the world we live in. His plan of salvation 
includes everything spiritual and physical. Our look at the big picture of the Bible will 
take us on a journey from creation to creation. 

 
Genesis 1: 27-28  
 ‘God created mankind in His own image’  

• Mankind has dignity as those set apart and who bear His image. Mankind is given the 
command to fill the earth and subdue it’  

 
Genesis 2:2 is the CLIMAX of creation. ‘So on the seventh day he rested from all his work’ 

• God ‘rested’  
• God wants human beings to rest with him  

 
Genesis 2:4-25 Is a second complementary account, focusing on humanity’ 
 
Perfect Relationships Characterized Life in the Garden 

• God and human beings: Genesis 2: 17  

• Man and woman: Genesis 2: 25  

• Human beings and creation: Genesis 2: 15  
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The Perished Kingdom: Genesis 3-6:8 
 
Satan’s Tactics 
 

• Distorts God’s Word: Genesis 3:1 – ‘It’s not clear’  

• Questions God’s Word: Genesis 3:4 – ‘It’s not true’ 

• Distorts God’s motives: Genesis 3:5 – ‘It’s not fair’  
 
The Fall  

• An act of rebellion  
 

Eating from the tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil refers to more than just not simply 
knowing what is right and wrong, but rather deciding what is right and wrong. Their sin is that 
of law-making, not just law-breaking. They were saying, ‘From now on, God, we want to be the 
law-makers in the world, setting the standards by which we will live.” They were usurping His 
authority and establishing their independence. That has been the nature of sin ever since. 
 

 
 
Broken Relationships Characterized Life After the Fall 
 

1. Man and Woman  
• Coverings to hide their nakedness: Genesis 3:7  
• Shame and squabbling: Genesis 3:16b  

2. Human beings and creation  
• ‘Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it’: 
Genesis 3:17  
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3. God and human beings  

• So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden’: Genesis 3:23  
 

 
 

 
The Spread of Sin and Death  

• Genesis 4 - Cain murders Abel  

• Genesis 5 - Genealogy ‘…and then he died’  

• Genesis 6 – 9 The Flood  

• Genesis 11 The Tower of Babel  
 
The Kingdom of God 
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The Promised Kingdom: Genesis 6:9-12:3 
 
God’s Eternal Plan  
 
 Ephesians 1:7-10  
 “7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth.” 
 
Why the Fall?  

• God isn’t responsible for evil but He is sovereign over it  
• He will defeat evil and restore creation 

 
Light in the Darkness 

 

 
 
  Grace  

• Promise of a Savior: Genesis 3:15, Romans 16:20  
 • Protection of Noah’s family: Genesis 6:8, Genesis 6:18  
 
A ‘Covenant’ is a solemn commitment, sealed in blood, given with a sign  
 
Genesis 9:15 - Protection; covenant.  
“15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.” 
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The COVENANT with Abraham  
 
Genesis 11    
 • Tower of Babel  
 • Judgment by scattering of nations  
 
Promises to Abraham 

• Agenda for rest of Bible  
• Seed of the gospel  
• Fulfilled by Christ  

 
‘… Go to the land I will show you I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; And all peoples on earth will be blessed by you.’ Genesis 12: 1-3  
 
The People of God  Genesis 12:2; 17: 7  
 
The Land (God’s Place)  Genesis 12:7; 17: 8  
 
God’s Blessing   Genesis 12:3  
 
The Kingdom of God  

• Abraham was justified by faith Genesis 15: 6  
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The Partial Kingdom: People, Rule, and Blessing 
Genesis 12-2, Chronicles, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,  

& Song of Solomon 
 

 
 
God’s People: Genesis 12 - Exodus 18 
 
God’s People: The Promise  

• ‘I will make you into a great nation’ Genesis 12:2  

• Abraham – Isaac – Jacob – Joseph 
 
God’s People: The Partial Fulfillment  
 Abraham and his descendants: Genesis 12 - 50  
 
 Redemption from slavery in Egypt: Exodus 1- 18  
 The God who saves:  Exodus 2: 23- 24  
 
  • The burning bush: ‘I AM WHO I AM’: Exodus 3:14  
  • God is the hero of every story  
  • The bible is a book about God 
 
Salvation by Substitution - Exodus 12 
 
Salvation by Conquest - Exodus 14 
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God’s Rule and Blessing:  Exodus 19 – Leviticus 
 
God’s Rule and Blessing: The Promise - ‘I will bless you’ Genesis 12:2.  
 
God’s Rule and Blessing: The Partial Fulfillment 
 
God’s Law- The Ten Commandments Exodus 20  
  SALVATION comes before the law  
 
  • God’s law reveals our sin Romans 3:30  
  • God’s law reveals our savior Galatians 3:24  
  • God’s law reveals his standards Matthew 5:19  
 
God’s presence: The Tabernacle: Exodus 25-31; 35-40  
 
Sacrifice- Leviticus  
 • Lay hands on animal as a representative  
 • Priest kills it as substitute and presents its blood  
 • It dies so they live 
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The Partial Kingdom: Place and King 

 
God’s Place: Numbers - Joshua 
 
God’s Place: The Promise  

• ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ Genesis 12:7  
 
God’s Place: The Partial Fulfillment   

Numbers: Disobedience and Delay  
• Journey to the land: ‘flowing with milk and honey’: Numbers 13:27  
• Ingratitude and unbelief 
• 40 years wandering  

 
 Deuteronomy: Blessings and Curses  

• Moses’ farewell sermon  
 
 Obedience —> Blessing: Deuteronomy 28:1  
 
 Disobedience —> Curse: Deuteronomy 28:63  
 
 Joshua: Conquest and Uncertainty  

• Israelites take possession of the land: Joshua 21:44  
• Joshua’s farewell sermon: Joshua 23: 12-13  

 
God’s King: 
 Judges – 2 Chronicles 
 
God’s King: The Promise  

• The serpent crusher: Genesis 3: 15  
• ‘The obedience of the nations shall be his’: Genesis 49:10  
• The King is to rule under God: Deuteronomy 17:19  
• A subset of the promise of God’s rule and blessing  

 
God’s King: The Partial Fulfillment  
 Judges - 1 Kings 11  
 
 Judges: A Cycle of Sin and Grace  

• The cycle: Judges 3:7-11 
• The problem: ‘In those days Israel had no king’:  Judges 21:25  

 
 
 1 Samuel: A False Start  

• ‘Appoint a king to leads us, such as all the other nations have’: 1 Samuel 8:5  



 12 

• Saul anointed… and rejected...David anointed… and forced to flee  
• King’s suffering and rejection before glory  

 
       2 Samuel: The Reign of David  

• Still one greater to come: 2 Samuel 7:11b- 16  
• Son of David and Son of God  

 
       1 Kings 1-11: Solomon and the Golden Age  

• Promises fulfilled: 1 Kings 8: 56  
• The king turns from God 
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The Prophesied Kingdom 
 

Northern Kingdom (Israel): Amos, Hosea, Jonah (8th Century), Nahum 
 
Southern Kingdom (Judah): Isaiah, Micah (8th Century), Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, (7th Century), Ezra, Nehemiah, Joel, Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 
 
The Story So Far 
 

 
 

 
The Prophets’ Role  

• God’s spokesmen: Speaking God’s word: 2 Peter 1:21  
• Enforcing God’s covenant  

 
The Prophets’ Context  

• Kingdom splits in 922BC 
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 Israel  
• King Jeroboam’s idolatry continued by his successors: 1 Kings 12:28-30; 1 Kings 

15:34, 16:19 etc  
 
• Kingdom destroyed by Assyrians in 722 BC:  2 Kings 17  

 
 Judah  

• Some good kings- e.g. Josiah:  2 Kings 22-23  
• Corruption and compromise  
• Defeated by Babylonians and exiled 597 and 586 BC: 2 Kings 25  

 
The Prophets’ Message 
 
A Message of Judgment  

• God’s judgment is the reason behind Israel and Judah’s destruction: Amos 2:4-5, 6-
16  

• God warns, reminds and explains  
 

 
 
God’s Covenant 

• Conditional (Moses) and unconditional (Abraham) 
 
A Message of Hope 
 
 People 

• A new exodus: Jeremiah 16:14-15  
• A new Passover lamb: Isaiah 53:6  
• All nations included: Isaiah 49:6  

 
 Place  

• A new temple: Ezekiel 40-48  
• A new creation:  Isaiah 65:17  
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 Rule and Blessing  

• A new covenant: Jeremiah 31:31  
• A new king: Isaiah 9:6 

 
 The Return from Exile 

• Cyrus allows the people to return home in 538BC  
• Waiting for the king: Malachi 3:1 
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The Present Kingdom: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 

 
The Story So Far 
 

 
 

The New Testament Gospels 
• Matthew, Mark & Luke - synoptic gospels, verbal parallels  
• John - different style, unique material  
• Complementary accounts of Jesus  
• Same overall message… 

 
Jesus Is the Fulfillment of The Old Testament 
 
 The start of Matthew: 1:1  
 The start of Mark: 1:2-3  
 The start of Luke: 1:54-55  
 The start of John: 1:1; Genesis1:1  
 2 Corinthians 1:20: Promises: Yes, in Christ 
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Jesus is God’s People 
 The True Israel 

• Tested for 40 days  
• 12 apostles  
• ‘I am the vine and you are the branches.’ John 15:5 

 
Jesus Is God’s Place 
 The true tabernacle: John 1:14  
 The true temple: John 7:37-38, Ezekiel 47 
 
Jesus Is God’s Rule and Blessing 
 The true king: Son of David  

• Miracles: Matthew 12:22-28  
• Son of God  
• Conquest over Satan: Colossians 2:15  

 
 Resurrection blessings  

• Life after death  
• Eternal rest 

 
The Cross: Salvation Through Substitution 
 
The Climax of The Bible 

• Mark 8:31  
• God’s wrath is satisfied or ‘propitiated’  
• 1 Peter 3: 18 
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The New Covenant 

• Forgiven, God is our father, fellowship with God by the Holy Spirit 
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The Proclaimed Kingdom: Acts-Jude 

 
The Story So Far  
 

 
 
The Last Days 
 
 Kingdom ‘now’ but ‘not yet’: Matthew 25: 34 
 

 
 
The Reason for The Delay 

• What seems like a long time to us isn’t to God: 2 Peter 3:8 
• God wants more to hear and repent before it’s too late: 2 Peter 3:9  
• Chronology of the last days: Acts 1:8  

  SENDING THE SPIRIT —> GOSPEL PROCLAIMED —> JESUS RETURNS  
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The Spirit at Pentecost  

• Preaching in other tongues/languages: a reversal of Babel  
• A fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32  
• The age of the Spirit 

  OT - lived only in special individuals for certain tasks     
Now - fills all God’s people for empowering witness  

• The spread of the gospel in Acts:  Jerusalem —> Judea —> Ends of the World  
 
The Work of The Spirit 
 
 Brings New Birth  

• ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.’:  John 3: 3  
• We need to be ‘born of the Spirit:’ John 3: 5  
• The spirit opens our eyes to understand the gospel and moves us to repentance 

and faith  
• All Christians have the Spirit living within them:  Romans 8:9 

 
 Equips us to Serve Christ 

• Enables believers to witness to Christ  
• Equips us for ministry - gifts to build the church: 1 Corinthians 12: 7 

 
 Produces Holiness 

• Romans 8:13  
• Galatians 3:14 

 

 
 
A Kingdom Now but Not Yet 

• 2 Corinthians 12:9  
• Romans 8:23 
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The Perfected Kingdom: Revelation 
 
The Story So Far 
 

 
 
The Book of Revelation 
 ‘Apocalypse’ 

• Written by John- symbolism to convey meaning - ‘unveiling’  
• To strengthen believers by looking at Christ’s kingdom 

 
 A Throne in Heaven 

• God is in charge: Revelation 4:2  
• Jesus the lamb who died for us, suffered and triumphed: Revelation 5:6  
• Demands worship: Revelation 5:13 

 
 A Series of Visions 
 Divine Judgment 

• Seven seals,  
• Seven trumpets,  
• Seven bowls 
 

 



 23 

The Final Judgment 
 
 The Judgment Of… 

• Babylon: Revelation 17:5; 18:2 
• The beast and the false prophet: Revelation 19:20-21  
• Those whose names are not in the book of life: Revelation 20:5 

 
The New Creation 
 ‘A new heaven and a new earth’:  Rev 21: 1-4 
 

 
 
 Perfect Relationships 

• Human beings and creation:  Revelation 22:1-2  
• Human beings, the new Jerusalem: Revelation 21: 9-10  
• God and human beings:  Revelation 21: 3 

 

 
 
 ‘Come, Lord Jesus’:  Revelation 22:20  
 ‘The grace of the Lord be with God’s people. Amen.’:  Revelation 22:21 


